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of interface research.
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   Editorial
by Kamal Pratap Singh

In the developed countries it is common to see gen-
eral public suing big pharma companies and claiming 
compensation for life loss and other ailments but in 
India we witness such kind of situations rarely. But a 
recent case against biggest vaccine maker compel us 
to write an article as it is related to biotech product 
which though has been vaccinated to almost whole 
country but is under suspicion due to its side effects 
like thrombolic events. The company here is Serum 
Institute India (SII) and the complainants are Yohan 
Tengra and others on behalf of relatives whose kin 
died because of Covishield vaccine.

Yohan Tengra and others are constantly pursuing 
cases against Adar Poonawalla & others and SII. This 
all started with vaccine mandates which govt. said is 

voluntary but several govt. notices clearly showed that 
people were deprived of basic facilities in case they 
want to ignore vaccination. To oppose such mandates 
several NGOs and individuals came forward to sup-
port the people who do not want to take vaccine but 
had no choice.

In India roughly 90% vaccines were given of SII and 
most of the adverse events in AEFI reports were found 
in Covishield thus the complaints are mentioning 
only SII and not Bharat Biotech and Russia’s Sputnik.

Let see what is in this whole story, how it started and 
what is next course of action by parties involved.

Recently, on June 5 2023, a Mumbai High court or-
dered Yohan Tengra and others to refrain from activ-

I will call him What SII’s Adar Poonawalla 
is, a “Mass Murderer”: Yohan Tengra, 
after recent Bombay High Court Judgment
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ities against defamation of Adar Poonawalla. But it 
was started much before, when the Covishield vac-
cine was administered in clinical trials, a Covishield 
COVID-19 vaccine volunteer, allegedly reported 
‘memory loss, ability to reason and concentrate and 
personality change’ 10 days after being administered 
a shot.  In this regard Serum Institute of India (SII) 
slapped a Rs 100 crore defamation suit against him. 

On 100 crore suit, a Bioethics expert Professor Anant 
Bhan said ““A bad move by Serum to counter-sue, 
volunteers participate in studies mostly out for altru-
istic reasons. If there is an issue about the serious ad-
verse event, it is better to engage with the participant 
to understand their concerns”.

Case of Dr Snehal Lunawat 

In another case Dilip Lunawat, approached the court 
of Justice alleging that his daughter Snehal Lunawat, 
33, who was also a Senior Lecturer at the SMBT Den-
tal College in Nashik, was compelled to take the vac-
cine saying that that the vaccines were completely 
safe and posed no risks/threats to her body.
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But suddenly after vaccination she (Snehal Lunawat) 
died on March 1, 2021, due to the alleged side-effects 
of the Covishield vaccine. In his petition filed in Feb-
ruary 2022, he not only held responsible SII but also 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation which was hurrying 
to speed up the process of manufacturing and delivery 
of upto 100 million doses of Covishield vaccines in 
India and for other third world countries. The petition 
relied on a report submitted by the Centre’s adverse 
events following immunization (AEFI) committee.

Dilip Lunawat also sought a declaration that the state 
authorities are responsible for causing his daughter’s 
death “by false narratives” 
and asked the authorities 
to initiate steps to stop fur-
ther deaths of citizens and 
publish the side-effects of 
the vaccines. Lunwat case 
is still ongoing and he seek 
justice for his daughter and 
“many more people who 
are likely to be murdered” 
due to similar cases of ad-
verse effects, according to 
the petition. Possibly this 
was the first time when SII, 
its officials, and associates 
were called murderers.

On August 26, 2022, the 
Bombay High Court issued 

a notice and provided petitioner 
Dilip Lunawat with a copy of the 
notice (Hamdast) in the vaccine 
murder case of Dr. Snehal Lun-
awat. The court in Pune sent this 
notice to the defendant, Adar 
Poonawalla. Dilip Lunawat had 
demanded compensation of Rs 
1,000 crore from SII.

NGOs in this fight

Soon after the pandemic started 
and restrictions were imposed, 
many organizations came for-
ward for the welfare of people 

because according to them these restrictions were not 
required at first place and they also opposed sever-
al other Govt. orders. More than the last two years, 
the Awaken India Movement alongside like-minded 
NGOs including the Indian Bar Association (IBA) 
and the Universal Health Organization (UHO) are 
working to educate people about side effects of vac-
cines.   

The volunteers lead by Advocate Nilesh Ojha, Ambar 
Koiri, Yohan Tengra, Dr Maya Valecha among others  

          Photo: Advocate Nilesh Ojha, Founder – Indian Bar Association
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are educating the public about the potential fatal side 
effects of vaccinations and have supported the victims 
in their legal battles for restitution and the prosecu-
tion of responsible government and vaccine company 
officials. Due to their actions, The Union of India, Se-
rum Institute, Adar Poonawalla, Bill Gates, Dr. Ran-
deep Guleria, Dr. Soumya Swaminathan, Bill gates, 
Youtube, Google and many others have received court 
notices in many matters after the High Court and Su-
preme Court took cognizance of the proceedings.

Who is Ambar Koiri and Awaken India 
Movement 

Ambar Koiri is from Awaken India Movement NGOs 
who filed a plea in the Bombay High Court accord-
ing to Section 340 of the Criminal Procedure Code, 
asking the court to issue an arrest warrant for Adar 
Poonawalla & Others. Additionally, he prayed for the 
properties of Serum Institute and Adar Poonawalla to 
be attached. 

To support his claim he said that the accused (Adar 
Poonawalla) filed a false affidavit before this Honor-
able Court claiming that the Covishield vaccines are 
entirely safe despite the fact that the Investigation 
Report of the  Government  of India Committee on 
Adverse Event Following Immunization (AEFI) had 
specifically stated that Dr. Snehal Lunawat died be-
cause of Covishield. 

In this regard, Adar Poonawalla, 
CEO of the Serum Institute, and 
Sh. Rajesh Bhagwat, an autho-
rized representative of the Serum 
Institute, are accused of obstruct-
ing justice and violating the High 
Court’s rules of procedure by 
willfully concealing material facts 
and attempting to obtain an order 
based on a false and misleading 
affidavit. 

He further said that the plaintiff 
had attempted to obtain an in-
junction from this Hon’ble Court 
against said truth and putting the 
life of citizens in danger with the 

intention of immunizing people with the false belief 
that it is completely safe so he demanded action under 
Sections 201, 115, 302, 420, 471, 474, 120(B), 34, 191, 
192, 193, 199, 200, 209, 469, 499, 500, 211, etc. of the 
Indian Penal Code define the accused’s actions as an 
offence.

Recent Judgment

In Dec, 2022, the Bombay High Court refused to grant 
immediate relief to the Serum Institute of India (SII) 
in its defamation suit seeking damages to the tune 
of Rs 100 crores from organizations and individuals 
Yohan Tengra and Ambar Koiri, who were allegedly 
posting defamatory content (calling Adar Poonawalla 
a mass murderer) against the company SII. 

The SII in its affidavit wrote, that the individuals had 
been posting content that made allegations implying 
that Covishield, a vaccine produced by SII to prevent 
the spread of Coronavirus, was the cause of deaths of 
multiple persons due to side effects. The posts being 
released were not only targeting SII but also its Chief 
Executive Officer Adar Poonawalla, the suit stated.

Complainant Ambar Koiri and others replied, Hold-
ing that the accused-plaintiff values their defamation 
at Rs. 100 crores, it is further held that he should be 
ordered to pay interim costs of Rs. 1 crore to each 
person who has received Covishield vaccinations, Rs. 
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1000 crore for each death, and Rs. 100 crore for each 
person who has suffered severe injuries or vaccine 
side effects. They are also asking individuals who have 
suffered life threatening losses to come forward and 
file petitions against SII. 

Also, a legal notice demanding compensation of 
around $1 Lac Crore has been sent to  Adar Poonawal-
la and Serum Institute of India with a defamation no-
tice by NGO Awaken India Movement, demanding 
that they pay each member Rs. 1000 crores in damag-
es within seven days for posting false and defamatory 
information and harming their name.

In a recent order of June 05, 2023 Justice Riyaz Cha-
gla, restrained Ambar Koiri and Yohan Tengra from 
further posting defamatory content against SII and 
Adar Poonawalla. The court said that they have been 
considered to save four million lives in India with 
their vaccine. 

The court also directed the defendants to issue an un-
conditional apology stating the defamatory contents 
were baseless, unsubstantiated and unwarranted. “Far 
from the plaintiffs being ‘murderers’ and ‘criminals’, 
the plaintiffs have been considered to have saved four 
millions lives in India,” it added. The court also not-
ed that defendants had relied on a petition filed by 
one Dilip Lunawat against SII alleging his daughter, a 
medical student, had died due to side-effects of Cov-
ishield vaccine on March 1, 2021. 

Post Judgment reaction of 
Yohan Tengra and others

After recent judgment, Yohan 
Tengra, Ambar Koiri and their 
lawyer Nilesh Ojha uploaded an 
another video on YouTube titled 
”Illegality of High court order 
against AIM”, discussing after-
math of judgment. Yohan said 
that this is not a failure but an-
other opportunity. The judgment 
is not aligned with the facts nor 
the law.

Nilesh Ojha said, the judgment 
is against the binding precedent 
of Supreme Court and Bombay 

high court, it can be called nullity because it was giv-
en based on wrong observations done by judge for 
any reason he should know. We have prepared an ar-
gument statement of 190 pages including many facts 
that were ignored by Judge. There are many other 
people who are calling him mass murderer but he is 
asking for injunction from these two people only. This 
is a case of order passing by ignoring material fact on 
record. Nilesh Ojha also categorized this order under 
judicial dishonesty, fraud on power, malice in law. So 
we will file a review petition describing the court that 
you have not considered our points completely, this 
judgment is against Supreme Court judgment and 
thus this order is null and void, he added.

On section 340 allegation he said, the suit filed by 
Adar Poonawalla is completely false. But don’t worry 
this is just an interim order, the suit will follow, where 
we will file another review petition, then we have an 
option to go for two judge bench, and then Supreme 
Court where we can recall, review and if not satisfied 
we will go to international court of Justice, Advocate 
Nilesh Ojha said in a YouTube video.

Yohan Tengra said, the Covishield ban is not false, it 
is banned even now in many countries, also even after 
AEFI gross under reporting it is clear that SII vaccine 
has most side effects and even deaths, he added that I 
am not afraid and will call Adar what he is i.e. a mass 
murderer.

Editorial
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Lastly Ambar Koiri added that, we were expecting or-
der in our favor because of experience with the Judge 
but it’s not an end and we will see what best we can do 
next to save our people.
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by Dr Seema Pavgi Upadhye

This year Dr Sheffali Gulati, Professor from Depart-
ment of Pediatrics has been conferred with Janaki 
Ammal- National Women Bioscientist Award in the 
senior category. 

Janaki Ammal Award formerly known as Nation-
al Women Bioscientist Award was instituted by The     
Department of Biotechnology the in the year 1999 
to recognize the contributions of senior and young 
women scientists in the country who are working 
in the areas of Biology and Biotechnology. Dr. Janki 
Ammal Edavalath Kakkat the first woman to obtain a 
PhD in botany in the U.S. The Award. The Janaki Am-
mal Award carries a cash prize of Rs 5.00 lakh INR.

Dr. Gulati Joined AIIMS in 1988 as 
MBBS student and joined as a faculty 
in July 2000, currently she is  working 

as Professor. She has over 24 years 
post MD teaching / work experience 

and known to develop Pediatric Neu-
rology in India as a specialty.

Apart from her recent Janaki Ammal Award Dr Gula-
ti, is a recipient of more than 25 international/national 
awards like Sheila Wallace award, International Child 
Neurology Association (1st Indian Recipient),  “Nation-
al Award for outstanding efforts in Science & Technol-
ogy communication-innovative/traditional methods”,  
6th DR I C Verma Excellence in Research Award 2018 
for research in the field of Child Neurology in India; Dr 

S. Janaki Memorial Oration (Gold medal) by National 
Academy of Medical Sciences in recognition of out-
standing contribution in the field of Child Neurology; 
Amrut Mody Unichem Prize - 2015 by ICMR for re-
search in Epilepsy and Neurodevelopmental Disorders.

Dr Sheffali Gulati is fellow of Major international and 
national societies like FRCPCH (UK), FAMS, FIAP, 
FIMSA, Fellow of the Faculty of Medicine of McGill 
University 2006 & International Child Neurology 
Association – 2010 and Global Senior Leader-IN-
SAR (International Society for Autism Research). She 

Dr Sheffali Gulati bags DBT Janaki 
Ammal Award  2023 in senior category 
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was the Founder Member of the Association of Child 
Neurology India (AOCN India) in 2022, and is cur-
rently the President, AOCN India (2023 – 2025). She 
was also the past chairperson (2021) and the National 
Guidelines Coordinator in the Academy of Pediatric 
Neurology, IAP. Currently, she is also the Founder 
& Chairperson of the Academy of Pediatric Neurol-
ogy, Delhi. and Vice-Chairperson, Technology Gov-
ernance Steering Committee Healthcare, All India 
Council for Robotics and Automation (AICRA)

Dr Sheffali Gulati was part of the team that started 
the first DM-Pediatric Neurology Program in South-
Asia (2004) and has been heading the specialty since 
2008. She has helped in establishing such programs in 
SAARC countries. 

She also envisioned, conceptualized and is currently 
the faculty in-charge-Centre of Excellence and Ad-
vanced Research for Childhood Neurodevelopmental 
Disorders where she coordinate to facilitate high-end 
diagnostic/therapeutic research, National registry, 
National Child Neurology Helpline(24X7;toll-free)/
Tele-Consultation Services  (www.pedneuroaiims.
org; E-learning modules: www.pedneuroaiims.
chalopadho.com).

Dr Gulati  has developed virtual reality devices/soft-
ware for assisting in rehabilitation of hemiplegic ce-
rebral palsy; and has developed virtual reality, aug-
mented reality, artificial intelligence based devices 
and softwares for improving spatial and temporal pre-
diction and joint intention & also AI-based robo toys 
to improve prediction scales.

She is also working on humanoid robots for diagnosis 
and management of ASD; and is in the process of de-
veloping a brain computer interface based model to im-
prove the cognition in these children. She is also work-
ing towards the development of an app for alternative 
augmentative communication. She has been running 
Tele-Helpline and Tele consultations for Neurodevel-
opmental and Neurological Disorders for over 5 years.

Dr Gulati has/had Research projects from NIH, MRC, 
UK, DBT, ICMR, DST, UNICEF, WHO, Nation-
al-trust, USAID, MOHFW, AIIMS-UCL collabora-
tion.

Areas of research interest of Dr Gulati

ASD: etiopathogenesis; RCTs-Probiotics, iPSC, exo-
somes GFCF-diet, Music therapy; sleep disturbanc-
es, neurorehabilitation (virtual/ augmented-reality/ 
Artificial-intelligence/ Robotics/ textile-based/Alter-
native-Augmentative Communication app, screen-
ing mobile-platform, Communication-centered Par-
ent-mediated treatment-ASD/neuro-developmental 
disorders in pan-India/SAARC countries)

Neuromuscular disorders: Skin-biopsy use, RCTs: 
DMD-Ataluren, exon-skipping; SMA-Gene therapy/
ASO; Cerebral palsy: Constraint-induced movement 
therapy + Virtual reality/rTMS.

Dr Gulati has Over 399 publications with more than 
6214 Citations- and H-Index-38. She is also Editor of 
Journal Autism which has impact factor around 6.7.

Dr Gulati is pioneer in Pediatric Neurology in India, 
her contributions in pediatric neurology are credit-
able and unmatched. On receiving this award I wish 
her the very best on behalf of Editorial Board of Bio-
tech Express magazine.

Dr Seema Pavgi Upadhye
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M alaria continues to pose a significant public health 
burden in India, with efforts focused on its control and eventual 
elimination. However, a formidable challenge lurks beneath the 
surface: cryptic infections of malaria.1 These hidden infections, 
characterized by low-level or sub microscopic parasitemia, 
evade routine diagnostic tests, perpetuating the cycle of trans-
mission. 

Cryptic infections of malaria present a significant hurdle in 
achieving malaria elimination goals in India. Traditional diag-
nostic methods, such as microscopy and rapid diagnostic tests 
(RDTs), often fail to identify sub microscopic parasitemia,       
resulting in the underestimation of true malaria prevalence. Con-

sequently, individuals with cryptic infections may go untreated, 
becoming unrecognized reservoirs for ongoing transmission. 
This phenomenon poses challenges for surveillance, prevention, 
and treatment efforts, impeding progress in curbing malaria’s 
impact. 

Several factors contribute to the prevalence of cryptic infections 
in India. Use of highly sensitive molecular method like poly-
merase chain reaction (PCR) has revealed the extent of sub mi-
croscopic malaria, unmasking the hidden burden.2 Furthermore, 
the presence of asymptomatic carriers, who harbour low-level 
parasitemia without displaying typical malaria symptoms, con-
tributes significantly to cryptic infections. These individuals un-

Unveiling the Hidden Enemy: Cryptic 
Infections of Malaria in India
by Dr Shrikant Nema, 

Parasite-Host Biology Group, ICMR-National Institute of Malaria Research, Sector 8, Dwarka, 110077, New Delhi, India, Email: 
drshrikantnema@gmail.com
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knowingly sustain the malaria transmission cycle, making tar-
geted interventions more challenging.

The role of human behaviour and vector dynamics cannot be 
overlooked. In areas of high transmission intensity, where indi-
viduals are frequently exposed to malaria, acquired immunity 
may suppress symptoms but not eliminate the parasite complete-
ly. Consequently, low-level parasitemia persists, resulting in 
cryptic infections. Moreover, the behaviour and feeding prefer-
ences of malaria vectors, particularly the Anopheles mosquitoes, 
influence the transmission dynamics, allowing them to maintain 
the cycle of infection even in the absence of apparent clinical 
cases.3

Addressing the challenge of cryptic infections requires innova-
tive approaches in detection, surveillance, and control. Imple-
menting more sensitive diagnostic tools like Truenat in surveil-
lance systems can unmask hidden infections4, enabling targeted 
interventions. This should involve regular screenings of high-
risk populations, such as asymptomatic individuals in endemic 
areas and those involved in high-risk occupational activities like 
forestry or construction.

Strategies like mass drug administration (MDA) and commu-
nity-wide screening and treatment campaigns can be effective 
in combating cryptic infections.5 These approaches, when 
carefully planned and executed, have the potential to interrupt 
transmission chains and reduce the overall malaria burden.    
Additionally, enhancing vector control measures, such as insec-
ticide-treated bed nets and indoor residual spraying, can help 
mitigate the impact of cryptic infections by reducing vector-hu-
man contact.

Improved public health education and awareness campaigns 
play a crucial role in combating cryptic infections. By educating 
communities about the importance of early diagnosis and treat-
ment, as well as the potential risk of sub microscopic infections, 
individuals can seek appropriate healthcare promptly. 

Digital surveillance for cryptic malaria infections can enhance 
the effectiveness of traditional surveillance systems by provid-
ing real-time, granular, and comprehensive data.6 This can en-
able public health authorities to detect, monitor, and respond to 
low-level malaria infections, contributing to better control and 
elimination efforts. 

Encouraging community participation and active involvement 
in malaria control efforts can strengthen the collective commit-
ment towards achieving elimination goals.7

Cryptic infections of malaria in India represent a formidable 
challenge to the control and elimination efforts. Their preva-
lence, facilitated by factors such as submicroscopic parasitemia 

and asymptomatic carriers, hampers accurate surveillance and 
perpetuates transmission. Nonetheless, through the integration 
of sensitive diagnostic tools8, targeted interventions, and robust 
community engagement, the impact of these hidden infections 
can be mitigated. 

By unveiling the hidden enemy and adopting innovative strate-
gies, India can march forward towards a future free of malaria, 
ensuring the well-being and health security of its population.
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Tuberculosis (TB) has been plaguing hu-
manity for centuries. However earliest written men-
tions of tuberculosis were found in Indian literature 
(3,300 year ago) and in 2,300 years old Chinese doc-
uments, but it was Dr. Robert Koch who, on 24th 
March 1882, first identified the bacterium that causes 
tuberculosis,   Mycobacterium tuberculosis (Mtb).

Despite developments in medicine, TB continues to 
be a major public health concern, particularly in low- 
and middle-income countries. In recent years, the 
COVID-19 pandemic has brought renewed attention 
to the issue of infectious diseases, but TB remains a 
silent and parallel pandemic that demands urgent ac-
tion. Mtb primarily affects the lungs, but it can also 
spread to other parts of the body such as the brain, 
kidneys, and bones. 

It spread through the air when an infected person 

coughs, sneezes, or talks, and can also be transmitted 
through contaminated food or water. It is particular-
ly deadly for people with weakened immune systems, 
such as those living with HIV, malnutrition, or other 
diseases.

According to the World Health Organization (WHO), 
TB is one of the top 10 causes of death worldwide, 
with an estimated 10.6 million people falling ill with 
TB in 2021 alone. Furthermore, TB kills around 1.6 
million people every year, making it one of the leading 
causes of death from a single infectious agent. Con-
sidered as a third-world problem, TB receives far less 
attention and funding than other infectious diseases 
such as HIV/AIDS or malaria. This lack of attention 
has led to inadequate diagnosis and treatment, result-
ing in many people going undiagnosed and untreated. 
In fact, the WHO estimates that around 3 million peo-
ple with TB are missed by health systems every year, 
which is a significant obstacle in efforts to control and 
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eliminate the disease.A mathematical modeling study 
by the WHO estimated that there could be an addi-
tional 1.4 million TB deaths between 2020 and 2025 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic. This highlights 
the urgent need to strengthen health systems and en-
sure that essential services for TB diagnosis and treat-
ment are maintained, even during crises.

India has a high burden of tuberculosis (TB) infec-
tions, with an estimated 27% of the global TB burden. 
In 2021, there were an estimated 2.6 million cases of 
TB in India, with 4.93 lakh deaths attributed to the 
disease. India also has a high burden of drug-resistant 
TB, with an estimated 130,000 cases of multidrug-re-
sistant TB (MDR-TB) and 35,000 cases of extensively 
drug-resistant TB (XDR-TB) each year. 

The Indian government, health system, and scientists 
are trying their best to overcome this burden but there 
is a long way to travel. Major concerns include pover-
ty, malnutrition, limited access to diagnosis, lack of 
treatment management, limited numbers of trained 
healthcare workers, improper surveillance, high prev-
alence of HIV, and lack of public awareness. In 2020, 
to control the spread, India implemented the Nation-
al Tuberculosis Elimination Program (NTEP). It in-
cludes free diagnosis and treatment for TB, evenfor 
MDR-TB. The program also includes efforts to im-
prove TB findings and treatment among marginalized 
populations, such as women and children.But there is 
a need to improve hygiene, a faster diagnosis system, 
and effective treatment strategies. 

Besides this, another biggest challenge in addressing 
TB is the emergence of drug-resistant strains of the 
bacterium. Drug-resistant TB occurs when the bacte-
ria evolve to resist the drugs used to treat it, making 
it more difficult and expensive to treat. Drug-resistant 
TB is particularly prevalent in low- and middle-in-
come countries, where access to diagnostic tests and 
effective treatments is limited. In 2020, there were an 
estimated 465,000 cases of drug-resistant TB global-
ly, and only around one-third of those cases received 
appropriate treatment.To address the challenge of 
drug-resistant TB, there is a need for innovative new 
treatments and diagnostics. One promising approach 

is the development of new drugs that target specific 
mechanisms of the bacteria, making them less likely 
to develop resistance. In addition, there is a need for 
rapid and accurate diagnostic tests that can identify 
drug-resistant TB so that appropriate treatment can 
be given. These innovations will require sustained 
investment in research and development, as well as 
strong partnerships between governments, industry, 
and civil society.Another challenge in addressing TB 
is the stigma associated with the disease. TB is often 
associated with poverty, overcrowding, and poor hy-
giene, and people with TB may face discrimination 
and social exclusion. This stigma can lead to delays in 
diagnosis and treatment, as well as poor treatment ad-
herence. Addressing TB stigma requires a multi-sec-
toral approach that involves not only the health sector 
but also education, media, and civil society. 

Despite these efforts, there are still significant chal-
lenges to controlling TB in India. However, with sus-
tained efforts and investment in TB control, it is pos-
sible to reduce the burden of TB in India and improve 
health outcomes for millions of people.While TB 
disproportionately affects low- and middle-income 
countries, it is a global health problem that requires 
a coordinated and comprehensive response from the 
international community. Efforts to control TB must 
address the social and economic determinants of the 
disease, as well as improve access to effective TB pre-
vention, diagnosis, and treatment for all populations.

About the author: 

Vijay Soni, Ph.D. is a junior research faculty at Weill 
Cornell Medicine, New York, and studying metabolic 
aspects of anti-tuberculosis treatment. Mainly focused 
to enhance the efficacy of antibiotic treatment, he has 
published many research articles, reviews, books, and 
book chapters.



page 22       BIOTECH EXPRESS  |  Vol 10,   Issue 119,      June 2023          www.biotechexpressmag.com     

UR Advanced Therapeutics, a startup 
incubated at ASPIRE BioNEST, has made a remarkable 
breakthrough in thefield of cancer research. The company 
has successfully developed novel synthetic peptides that 
havethe potential to revolutionize early cancer detection 
and therapy, offering hope to millions of peopleworld-
wide.

Every cell in our body, when subjected to stress, dys-
function, or natural aging, undergoes a self-sacrificial cell 
death mechanism known as apoptosis. During this pro-
cess, dying cells express a lipid molecule called Phosphati-
dyl Serine on their outer membrane, which acts as a signal 
for the body’s recycling mechanisms to clear them away. 
Unfortunately, cancer cells tend to develop an escape 
mechanism by disguisingthese signals, allowing them to 
persist and evade the body’s natural clearance system.

UR Advanced Therapeutics has ingeniously designed min-
iature synthetic peptides that specifically bind to the”eat 
me” signals released by cancerous cells. These peptides 
exhibit an unprecedented level ofprecision in detecting 
these signals present in various bodily fluids, including 
blood, urine, saliva, andeven tears. 

These peptides replace existing detection methods reliant 
on antibodies, such as point-of-care lateral flow strips and 
high-throughput screening and imaging platforms, with 
exceptional accuracy and potency.One of the remarkable 
features of these synthetic peptides is their stability with-
in the human bodyfor an extended period. Being micro 
mirror images of their larger biological counterparts, they 
remain intact and do not trigger unwanted immune re-
sponses or rejections. 

Additionally, the production process of these peptides is 
animal-free, ensuring ethical and sustainable manufactur-

StartUp Story
Breakthrough innovation in cancer diagnostics: UoH 
startup develops novel platform for early detection 
of cancer 
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ing practices. These synthetic peptides are not only highly 
effective but also cost-efficient, providing an economical 
solution for cancer detection and therapy. UR Advanced 
Therapeutics plans to introduce their synthetic pep-
tide-based kits initially as Dynamic

Apoptosis Detection kits, catering to drug discovery com-
panies and research laboratories. In the near future, the 
company is pursuing regulatory clearances to utilize these 
innovative peptides for cancer diagnosis and therapy, 
making a significant impact in the medical field.

The visionary behind UR Advanced Therapeutics is Dr.    
Jaganmohan Reddy, an experienced ex-academic scien-
tist turned entrepreneur. Driven by a vision to integrate 
advanced artificialintelligence and machine learning 
prediction algorithms with high-throughput in vitro plat-
forms, heaims to develop miniature synthetic peptides as 
alternatives to larger biological proteins such asenzymes, 
growth factors, and antibodies. 

Apart from cancer research, these versatile peptides hold-
tremendous potential in fields like tissue engineering and 
laboratory meat production, offering cost effective and 
groundbreaking solutions for various diseases including.

UR Advanced Therapeutics’ groundbreaking work has the 
potential to transform cancer detectionand therapy, pro-

viding an early intervention strategy and enhanced treat-
ment options. With theircommitment to innovation and 
affordable healthcare, the Hyderabad startup is poised 
to play apivotal role in advancing medical technologies 
and improving the lives of individuals affected bycancer.
UR Advanced Therapeutics is a recipient of highly com-
petitive Biotechnology Ignition Grant (BIG) from BIRAC, 
IKP Fellowship (ICICI Knowledge Park) with a potential to 
have a global impact and several other recognitions for 
their innovations.

Current existing method needs calcium buffer, which is 
toxic to the cells thus the estimation of cell death induced 
by the drug is not accurate. The new method developed 
by UR Advanced Therapeutics is a single step method, 
that do not require such buffers and thus providing most 
accurate cell death estimation. Such a method plays a 
great role screening large number of drugs in automated 
system for diseases including cancer and providing most 
exact drug efficacy. 

Startup Story
Co

nt
ro

l
D

ru
g

Cell Line

D
AD

/
D

AP
I

Primary Tumor Cells Healthy Cells
+ Ca2+ Buffer - Ca2+ Buffer

An
ne

xi
n 

V
D

AD
2-

Cy
3

Drug induced cell death detected by DAD kit developed at URAT in cancer cell lines, primary tumors and normal 
healthy cells. The dying cells are stained red.
Current existing method needs calcium buffer, which is toxic to the cells thus the estimation of cell death induced by 
the drug is not accurate. The new method developed by UR Advanced Therapeutics is a single step method, that do 
not require such buffers and thus providing most accurate cell death estimation. Such a method plays a great role 
screening large number of drugs in automated system for diseases including cancer and providing most exact drug 
efficacy. 
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The European Medicines Agen-
cy (EMA) has finally admitted that 
Covid-19 vaccination can have an ad-
verse effect on female fertility.

The admission comes months after 
it was revealed in confidential Pfizer 
documents revealed that shedding of 
the Covid-19 vaccine is possible by 
skin-to-skin contact and/or breathing 
the same air as a vaccinated person, 
and can, unfortunately, lead to men-
strual cycle disruption among wom-
en and miscarriage among pregnant 
women.

On the 28th October 2022, the EMA 

published new guidance that states 
“heavy menstrual bleeding should 
be added to the product information 
as a side effect of unknown frequen-
cy of the mRNA COVID-19 vaccines 
Comirnaty (Pfizer) and Spikevax 
(Moderna)”.

The EMA says that heavy menstrual 
bleeding can be defined as “bleeding 
characterised by an increased volume 
and/or duration which interferes with 
the person’s physical, social, emotion-
al and material quality of life.”

The new guidance comes after they 
belatedly reviewed the available data, 
including cases reported during clin-
ical trials, cases spontaneously re-

ported in Eudravigilance and findings 
from the medical literature. The EMA 
confirmed, “cases of heavy menstru-
al bleeding have been reported after 
the first, second and booster doses of 
Comirnaty and Spikevax”.

This is an admission that Covid-19 
vaccination can have an adverse ef-
fect on fertility in women.

A study published in 2016 found 
that alterations to a woman’s regu-
lar menstrual cycle are associated 
with reduced fertility, and have a 
negative effect on the chances of 
getting pregnant.

EMA admits COVID Vaccination causes 
Infertility

Featured Biotech
News 



  www.biotechexpressmag.com      Vol 10,  Issue 119,   June 2023    |   BIOTECH EXPRESS         page 25  

On Sunday, 14th May, FABA in association with WTC 
Shamshabad, BIRAC, Sri Sathya Sai Institute of High-
er Learning and IFCAI held the first event of a recur-
ring conference series on Antimicrobial Resistance 
Stewardship. The series aims to educate life science 
students and medical professionals on the importance 
of raising awareness of Antimicrobial resistance and 
strategies to tackle it.

Final year MBBS student, Jithin Reddy Vennapusa, 
kicked the event off with a brief introduction of An-
timicrobial stewardship and its strategies in a health-
care setting. He also introduced the various strategies 
followed by WHO and Government of India to over-
come the challenges of Antimicrobial resistance. 
Prof. Reddanna and Dr. Uday Saxena addressed about 
the importance of AMR containment and thanked the 
speakers for contribution to the antimicrobial stew-
ardship workshop. 

Dr. Ranga Reddy Burri, President of IFCAI, talked 
about containment strategies of AMR; top down or 
bottom up. Being a physician himself, he talked about 
the history of Antimicrobial and the present scenario 
of effective therapies against superbugs and strategies 
to mitigate it for future generations.

During her presentation, Dr. Madhvi Rao, Chief 
Manager, BIRAC, emphasised the need for innovative 
solutions to address the growing problem of AMR, 
which poses a significant threat to public health and 
the economy. Dr. Madhvi also discussed BIRAC’s var-
ious initiatives aimed at fostering biotechnology in-
novation and entrepreneurship. These programmes 
include funding assistance, mentoring, and capacity 
building, among others.

Dr. Pradeep SSSHIL - talked about his tool known as 
AMRx, a Digital Technology enabled UTI and AMR 
prediction system to support empirical antibiotic pre-
scription. He showed the capabilities of the tool, it’s 
high specificity and sensitivity of diagnosis and it’s 
supporting empirical treatment. He emphasised on 
the potential nationwide usage of this tool to accu-
rately diagnose UTIs and prevent Antimicrobial resis-
tance.

Mr. Prabhav Kashyap, a final year medical student 
presented his paper - From Antibiotic Resistance to 
Antibiotic Renaissance: A New Era in Helicobacter 
Pylori Treatment. He talked about his research paper, 
where he identified several key lapses in the accurate 
diagnosis and treatment of H. pylori infections and 
the importance of Antimicrobial stewardship to erad-
icate resistant infections of H. pylori
Dr. Laxmi - prof from Kamineni - as a clinical micro-
biologist she talked about the real life scenario in the 
clinical setting and how patients present with various 
resistant bacteria and how physicians can accurately 
diagnose infections based on susceptibility testing. 
Dr. Ranga Reddy, Dr. Laxmi, Dr. Pradeep discussed 
the possibility of implementing AMRx tool in sentinel 
sites to improve  the data collection and accuracy of 
the tool.

In conclusion, the conference on Antimicrobial Re-
sistance Stewardship Series, organized by FABA suc-
cessfully brought together medical professionals, life 
science students, and experts in the field to discuss the 
importance of raising awareness about Antimicrobial 
resistance and strategies to tackle it. The event high-
lighted innovative solutions, tools, and research that 
can help in the containment of AMR and emphasized 
the need for collaboration and continuous learning 
through the recurring series. The participants also ex-
plored the potential of implementing the AMRx tool 
in sentinel sites to improve data collection and accu-
racy, further strengthening the fight against Antimi-
crobial resistance.
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“These people [powers that be] don’t 
want us to be self-sustaining,” con-
cluded Dr. Naomi Wolf in front of a 
live audience at a recent VAC family 
event. “They want us to be depen-
dent and scared.” What self-sustaining 
quality are they targeting most? Our 
ability to reproduce, attested Dr. Wolf.

“There’s a section of the Pfizer 
documents in which Pfizer breaks 
down the adverse events and con-
cludes that women sustain 72% 
of them,” she continued. “And 
of those — and these are Pfizer’s 
words — 16% are quote-unquote 
“reproductive disorders” com-
pared to 0.49% for men. So they’re 
very focused on reproduction, on 
female reproduction.”

“It’s my belief that they were try-
ing to disrupt especially female re-
production,” Dr. Wolf determined. 
“And the question is, how do I 
know that? And the answer is from 
the structure of what they looked 
at. Again, I’m a literary critic, but 
this is a mystery novel in which the 
question is, how do we stop women 
from having healthy babies? That’s 
the story of the Pfizer documents.”

Here’s a fraction of the 20-some-
thing different ways Pfizer admits 
the mRNA jab can dysregulate or 
affect women’s reproductive health:

Heavy menstrual bleeding – 27,685 
cases; Menstrual disorder (pain, 
heavy bleeding, or absence of men-
struation) – 22,145 cases
; Menstruation irregular (irregu-

lar cycle lengths) – 15,083 cases; 
Menstruation delayed – 13,989 
cases; Dysmennorhea (pain during 
menstruation) – 13,904 cases; In-
termenstrual bleeding (bleeding in 
between periods) – 12,424 cases; 
Amenorrhea (absence of period) 
– 11,363 cases;  Polymenorrhea 
(multiple periods) – 9,546 cases; 
Vaginal hemorrhage (excessive 
bleeding of the female reproduc-
tive system) – 4,699 cases;  Oligo-
menorrhea (infrequent menstrual 
periods) – 3,437 cases

“Again, I keep saying this is a respi-
ratory pathogen. Why are they so 
focused on sex? At one point, they 
mate vaccinated male rats and un-
vaccinated female rats. Then they 
kill them, and they dissect and 
look at the cells of their sexual or-
gans. Okay? So they’re very, very 
focused on mammalian sexuality.”

“I think this is the tip of the ice-
berg,” she continued. “We’ve [Dai-
lyClout/War Room Volunteers] got 
a report on turbo cancers, we’ve 
got a report on strokes, we’ve got 
a report on liver damage, kidney 
damage.”

“I don’t want to depress you, but 
all around you are people who are 
suffering from illnesses,” mourned 
Dr. Wolf. 

Dr. Naomi Wolf Uncovers Pfizer’s       
Depopulation Agenda
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Christof Kuhlbandner and Matthi-
as Reitzner compared the reported 
number of all-cause deaths (i.e., the 
number of deaths that occurred inde-
pendently of all underlying causes) to 
the number of statistically expected 
all-cause deaths. They did this using 
a state-of-the-art method of actuarial 
science based on population tables, 
life tables, and longevity trends.

Put simply, the method of actuarial 
science Kuhlbandner and Reitzner 
used in the study estimates the ex-
pected number of all-cause deaths 
that would have occurred between 
2020 and 2022 had there been no ac-
tual “pandemic” (which some argue 
was the case, as no sample of SARS-
CoV-2 was ever isolated using Koch’s 
postulates).

For the year 2020, which was prior to 

the release of the COVID jabs, the ob-
served number of deaths in Germany 
was roughly what it was expected to be 
based on what the media was claiming 
about the virus. All in all, there were 
4,000 recorded excess deaths that year 
in the country.

In 2021, however, the year immediate-
ly following the launch of Operation 
Warp Speed by the Trump admin-
istration in late 2020, the number of 
excess deaths in Germany “was two 
empirical standard deviations above 
the expected number,” reaching about 
34,000. In 2022 after the release of 
“booster” jabs, excess deaths soared 
even higher, reaching “more than four 
times the empirical standard devia-
tion” calculated by the scientists. Ex-
cess deaths in 2022 hit 66,000, which 
combined with 2021 numbers yields 
a cumulative 100,000 excess deaths 
in Germany following the release of  
COVID injections.

The study explains that this exception-
ally high excess mortality rate both in 
2021 and 2022 was mainly due to an 
increase in deaths among people aged 
15 to 79 from about April 2021 and 
onward – this being right around the 
time when the injections were being 
mass-distributed.

“A similar mortality pattern was ob-
served for stillbirths with an increase 
of about 9.4 percent in the second 
quarter and 19.4 percent in the fourth 
quarter of the year 2021 compared 
to previous years,” the paper further 
states, noting that prior to the release 
of COVID injections, excess stillbirths 
have not yet occurred at a noticeable 
rate.

Research Article: https://www.cu-
reus.com/articles/149410-estima-
tion-of-excess-mortality-in-germa-
ny-during-2020-2022#!/

Excess deaths in Germany only started    
appearing after COVID “vaccines” were 
unleashed, study finds
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Back in August 2022, The Expose 
published an exclusive in-depth in-
vestigation into five months’ worth of 
official UK Government released by 
the UK Health Security Agency that 
confirmed each Covid-19 “booster” 
dose provides a very short-lived tem-
porary boost to the immune systems 
of the vaccinated population before 
decimating their immune systems 
much more rapidly than had already 
been seen in people who had received 
two doses of the Covid-19 vaccine.

In short, we discovered that official 

UK Government data strongly sug-
gests that the Covid-19 vaccinated 
population are developing some new 
form of Covid-19 vaccine-induced ac-
quired immunodeficiency syndrome.

That investigation was shared by a 
reader on Facebook on the same day 
that we published the article, and 
Facebook took it upon themselves to 
immediately remove the post and la-
bel it as “misinformation”.

However, the reader who shared our 
article disputed Facebook’s censorship 
and on the 27th October they finally 
responded to confirm that they were 

in fact wrong, the investigation was 
entirely correct, and that the readers 
Facebook post is now back on the 
highly censored social media plat-
form. So now that Facebook has con-
firmed what The Expose has been try-
ing to tell the wider public for over a 
year, we have included the full original 
investigation below so that you can 
share this article far and wide.

h t t p s : / / e x p o s e - n e w s .
com/2023/05/30/facebook-ad-
mits-covid-vaccines-cause-aids/

Facebook admits COVID Vaccines destroy 
Immune System & cause new form of AIDS
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More than 300 covid articles have 
been withdrawn. Grødeland says she 
does not have enough basis for com-
parison to say anything about whether 
this is surprisingly high. 

“During the pandemic, there 
are relatively many people 
who have suddenly start-
ed conducting research on 
a topic they actually know 
relatively little about,” says 
Gunnveig Grødeland.

There are various reasons why the ar-
ticles have been withdrawn. The vac-
cine researcher at UiO clarifies that 
some of them are drawn from pre-
print publication.

— It is probably 
because they have 
updated them or 
want to publish 
them in a different 
form when they 
are actually pub-
lished. It is quite 
natural, she says.

But this only ap-
plies to some 
of the articles. 
Grødeland points 
out that some have 
been withdrawn 
because the re-
searchers lacked 
informed consent 

during the conduct of the studies. “It 
will of course be withdrawn when it 
is found that ethical guidelines have 
been breached,” she says.

The researcher points out that others 
have been withdrawn after the edi-
tors have discovered that the data has 
been used several times, in different 
articles. - This is not legal either, it is 
simply duplicates, Grødeland says and 
adds that she saw this herself when 
she was a peer for some articles during 
the pandemic. 

Indeed, it appeared that some labo-
ratories ran the same data, with tiny 
modifications, to different journals. 
They tried cross-publishing the same 
data several times. The rules dictate 
that you must publish the data only 
once, that is part of the research con-
tract, says Grødeland and adds:

There are probably attempts by these 
research groups to get more publica-
tions on their publication lists, but it is 
the wrong way to do it. 

Grødeland also refers to cases with 
case studies around various tradi-
tional medicine strategies. — In the 
media, a false impression was created 
that these strategies were in any way 
recommended as actual treatment, 
or prevention of covid, which neither 
the authors of the various articles nor 
their institutions could vouch for. 
Therefore, articles were withdrawn for 
that reason as well, she says.

It has previously been questioned 
whether the need to get things out 
quickly may have exceeded the qual-
ity. Early during the pandemic, there 
was also a storm around a study pub-
lished in the Lancet, which was later 
withdrawn following revelations in 
The Guardian newspaper.

“If you produce high-quality research, 
then you produce high-quality re-
search even during a pandemic,” says 
Grødeland.  At the same time, the se-
nior researcher points out that there 
may also have been a number of envi-
ronments that do not normally carry 
out research, which received funding 
from local hospitals or others, in order 
to suddenly start producing research.

“It may have caused things to get a 
little out of hand in some places,” she 
says.

“During the pandemic, some have compromised 
on the ethical standards,” says vaccine researcher 
Gunnveig Grødeland
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Repeated COVID-19 vaccination 
weakens the immune system, po-
tentially making people susceptible 
to life-threatening conditions such 
as cancer, according to a new study 
(https://www.sciencedirect.com/sci-
ence/article/pii/S2589004222017515).

Multiple doses of the Pfizer or Moder-
na COVID-19 vaccines lead to higher 
levels of antibodies called IgG4, which 
can provide a protective effect. But a 
growing body of evidence indicates that 
the “abnormally high levels” of the im-
munoglobulin subclass actually make 
the immune system more susceptible 
to the COVID-19 spike protein in the 
vaccines, researchers said in the paper.

They pointed to experiments per-
formed on mice that found mul-
tiple boosters on top of the initial 
COVID-19 vaccination “significantly 
decreased” protection against both 
the Delta and Omicron virus variants 
and testing that found a spike in IgG4 
levels after repeat Pfizer vaccination, 
suggesting immune exhaustion.

“In sum, COVID-19 epidemiologi-
cal studies cited in our work plus the 
failure of HIV, Malaria, and Pertussis 
vaccines constitute irrefutable evi-
dence demonstrating that an increase 
in IgG4 levels impairs immune re-
sponses,” Alberto Rubio Casillas, a 
researcher with the biology laborato-
ry at the University of Guadalajara in 
Mexico and one of the authors of the 

new paper, told The Epoch Times via 
email. 

The weakened immune systems 
brought about by repeated vaccina-
tion could lead to serious problems, 
including cancer, the researchers said.

“Increased IgG4 syn-
thesis due to repeated 
mRNA vaccination with 
high antigen concentra-
tions may also cause au-
toimmune diseases, and 
promote cancer growth 
and autoimmune myo-
carditis in susceptible in-
dividuals,” they wrote in 
the paper.

Myocarditis is a form of heart inflam-
mation that is caused by COVID-19 
vaccination, with young males facing 
the highest risk.

Potential longer-term consequences of 
repeated vaccination include vaccinat-
ed people who get infected suffering 
from more severe cases of COVID-19, 
according to the researchers.

The paper was published by the jour-
nal Vaccines in May.

Repeated COVID-19 Vaccination 
Weakens Immune System: Study

Featured News
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A new landmark meta-study by re-
searchers at Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity and Sweden’s Lund University 
has concluded that that draconian 
restrictions imposed on the British 
population in the spring of 2020 saved 
fewer than 1,700 lives in England and 
Wales and were “a drop in the bucket 
compared to the staggering collateral 
costs”.

Scientists from Johns Hopkins 
University and Lund University 
examined almost 20,000 studies 
on measures taken to protect pop-

ulations against Covid across the 
world.

Their findings suggest that lock-
downs in response to the first wave 
of the pandemic, when compared 
with less strict policies adopted by 
the likes of Sweden, prevented as 
few as 1,700 deaths in England and 
Wales. In an average week there are 
around 11,000 deaths in England 
and Wales.

The report authors said their find-
ings showed that the draconian 
measures had a “negligible impact” 

on Covid mortality and were a 
“policy failure of gigantic propor-
tions”.

The study’s authors conclude: “The 
science of lockdowns is clear; the 
data are in: the deaths saved were 
a drop in the bucket compared to 
the staggering collateral costs im-
posed.”

The detrimental impact 
of lockdown on children’s 
health and education, on 
economic growth and its 
contribution to large in-
creases in public debt has 
become increasingly clear 
since the policy was intro-
duced.

However, The Telegraph recently 
revealed that a secretive govern-
ment unit worked with social me-
dia companies during the pandem-
ic in an attempt to curtail criticism 
of controversial lockdown policies.

The Covid Disinformation Unit 
monitored social media and asked 
tech companies to remove posts 
it considered to be “potentially 
harmful content”.

Lockdown Benefits “Drop in the 
Bucket Compared to the Costs”, 
Landmark Study Finds
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Scientists at the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture Agricultural Re-
search Service (USDA ARS), the Uni-
versity of Nebraska–Lincoln (UNL), 
the University of Kentucky, and in-
dustry partners Acceligen and Re-
combinetics, Inc. have developed the 
first gene-edited calf with resistance to 
bovine viral diarrhea virus (BVDV), 
which costs the U.S. cattle sector bil-
lions of dollars annually.

BVDV, one of the most significant vi-
ruses affecting the health and well-be-
ing of cattle worldwide, can be disas-
trous to pregnant cows as the virus 
can infect developing calves, causing 
spontaneous abortions and low birth 
rates. 

In the past 20 years, scientists dis-
covered the main cellular receptor 
(CD46) and the area where the virus 
binds to that receptor, causing infec-
tion in cows. Scientists modified the 
virus binding site in this recent study 
to block infection. 

They used gene editing to 
slightly alter CD46 so it would 
not bind the virus yet retain 
all its normal bovine func-
tions. Promising outcomes 
were seen in the laborato-
ry, so Acceligen edited cattle 
skin cells to develop embryos 
carrying the altered gene. 

These embryos were transplanted into 
surrogate cows to test whether this ap-
proach might also reduce virus infec-
tion in live animals.

The approach worked, and the first 
CD46 gene-edited calf, named Ginger, 
was born healthy on July 19, 2021. For 
several months, Ginger was observed 
and then later challenged with the vi-
rus to determine if she could become 
infected. 

She was housed for a week with a 
BVDV-infected dairy calf that was 
born shedding the virus. Ginger’s cells 
displayed significantly reduced sus-
ceptibility to BVDV, which resulted in 
no observable adverse health effects.

Scientists Develop First Gene-Edited Calf 
Resistant to Bovine Viral Diarrhea Virus

Featured News
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An alarming rise in cases of young-
sters suffering myocardial infarction 
(heart attack), especially in people 
who do not have any known comor-
bidities, has left cardiologists puzzled.

There is a spurt in cases of people who 
did not have any comorbidities having 
a heart attack or even cardiac arrest.

The incidence has tripled post 
Covid-19, which points to the vaccine 
as well,” said Dr M Raja Rao superin-
tendent, Gandhi Hospital, which has 

seen 15-16 cases of youngsters land-
ing with myocardial infarction in the 
last one month alone.

Both the Covid as well as the vaccine 
seem to have contributed to these 
numbers, as a number of sudden col-
lapses grew substantially post-pan-
demic across age groups and not just 
youngsters,” Dr Jyotsna Maddury, re-
tired professor of cardiology, NIMS, 
said.

While some experts list 
genetics, stress, irregular 
sleep and irregular food 
habits for the spurt in the 
cases, others point to the 
link between Covid-19 
infection and vaccine.

Rise in heart attack cases in 
youngsters puzzles doctors
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Notifications
   
 

1 

Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council (BBSRC), UK Research and Innovation
Department of Biotechnology (DBT),Ministry of Science and Technology, Government of India

 
£5 million from BBSRC for the UK applicants with matched equivalent resources from DBT for 
successful Indian applicants 
 
Total funding available (indicative) £10 million. 

Activity Timing 
Scoping phase between UKRI (BBSRC and UKRI India) and 
DBT 

Current 

Deadline for DBT-BBSRC to agree call text 14 April 2023 
Joint call opens 2 May 2023 
Community webinar Wb 22 May 2023 
Proposal submission deadline 11 July 2023 

4pm BST  
12pm IST 

Eligibility and scope checks (UK and India) 15 – 25 July 2023 

advance the mechanistic understanding of host-pathogen interactions in 
farmed animals and/or to tackle Veterinary Antimicrobial Resistance (Vet-AMR) 
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Notice

Department of Science and Technology
WISE-KIRAN Division 

https://dst.gov.in/  

WIDUSHI 
Women’s I D U S H I

“Women in Science and Engineering ” in order

‘WIDUSHI ( )’ is started by DST 

viz

Target Group: 
 
 

Eligibility: 
 Employment:

 

 

 Age
 Qualification:
 Research Experience
 Publications

Project Duration: 

Emoluments: 

Co-Investigator (Co-I): 

Selection Process:  sals received will be screened and Principal Investigator (PI) of ‘screened
n’ proposals will be called for presentation before Programme Advisory Committee for final recommendation. 

Where to apply

For detailed information, 

Last Date of Submission: 
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INSTITUTE OF ADVANCED VIROLOGY 
Autonomous institution under Science & Technology Department Government of Kerala 

 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala - 695317  

 
 

IAV/600/Acds/2023/PhD                                                                                                   22.05.2023 

PhD ADMISSION NOTIFICATION – 2023-24 

Institute of Advanced Virology (IAV) Thiruvananthapuram focuses on conducting advanced research 

in diagnosis and management of emerging and re-emerging infectious viral diseases. The Institute 

is affiliated with Regional Centre for Biotechnology, Faridabad and Cochin University of Science & 

Technology for its academic programmes.  

IAV invites applications from eligible candidates for the PhD program in various domains of Virology. 

Eligibility Criteria: 

(i) MSc or an equivalent degree in Life Sciences OR MVSc /MBBS or an equivalent degree 

(ii) Qualifying Marks – 60% or equivalent grade (5% relaxation for OBC(NCL)/SC/ST/PWD) 

(iii) Fellowship – JRF from CSIR/UGC / DST-INSPIRE/ DBT-/ICMR/other Govt. agencies 

having validity of five years.  

Last date for submission of online application: 19.06.2023 

Application Fees: Rs.500/- 

For detailed advertisement form log on to www.iav.kerala.gov.in. 

Link for online application https://forms.gle/kTMaDCbuu13ffaR28 

Sd/- 
Director 

 

Notice

30.6.2023
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2nd International Conference  
on  

Biotechnology and Bioinformatics 
(ICBAB-2023) 

11-13, July 2023 

Venue: Department of Biotechnology and Bioinformatics 
 Jaypee University of Information Technology, Solan  

Himachal Pradesh, INDIA 

Organized by 

Department of Biotechnology and Bioinformatics,  
Jaypee University of Information Technology Solan, Himachal Pradesh, INDIA 
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(Genomics, Proteomics and Bioinformatics) 

   0  
 

Omics technologies have transformed the understanding of biological machinery in different 
physiological conditions. This six day hands on workshop aims to bring up and discuss about 

the latest OMICS technologies that support towards understanding of the biological 
processes, diagnosis and biomarker discovery. 

 
 

Course Content: The course lectures will be delivered by 
experts in the field supplemented by practical, covering 
all aspects of Genomics and Proteomics 

 Theory lectures on Genomics and Proteomics 
Sample preparation 

 Extensive hands on Genomics and Proteomics 
technologies 

 Data acquisition followed by data analysis using 
bioinformatics tools 

 

 
     

primarily targeted to post- 
doctoral fellows, PhD students, 

     
from academic and industry

Selection Procedure: Selection is based 
on qualification, statement on the 
requirement of expertise from this 
workshop for ongoing research and future 
projects. Only 16 applicants (Academic- 
12 and Industries - 4) would be selected 
through a competitive selection process. 
 

                
REGISTER HERE 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

For Further queries, please write to 
omics@ncbs.res.in 

S elected participants will be informed by 
30th July 2023 

Participation Fee (INR): 20,000 for Academic 
and 25,000 for Industries 

(Includes shared accommodation and lunch for 6 days) 

Last date to apply: July 25th, 2023 (Midnight) 

 
Sponsors: will be 
updated shortly 
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International Conference
on

th th
27  June - 29  June, 2023

Plant Biotechnology and Genome Editing

Organized by

Department of Biotechnology
Kakatiya University

Warangal, India

In collaboration with 

Aberystwyth University

Wales, UK

Sponsored by
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Omics technologies have transformed the understanding of biological machinery in different 
physiological conditions. This six day hands on workshop aims to bring up and discuss about 

the latest OMICS technologies that support towards understanding of the biological 
processes, diagnosis and biomarker discovery. 

 
 

Course Content: The course lectures will be delivered by 
experts in the field supplemented by practical, covering 
all aspects of Genomics and Proteomics 

 Theory lectures on Genomics and Proteomics 
Sample preparation 

 Extensive hands on Genomics and Proteomics 
technologies 

 Data acquisition followed by data analysis using 
bioinformatics tools 

 

 
     

primarily targeted to post- 
doctoral fellows, PhD students, 

     
from academic and industry

Selection Procedure: Selection is based 
on qualification, statement on the 
requirement of expertise from this 
workshop for ongoing research and future 
projects. Only 16 applicants (Academic- 
12 and Industries - 4) would be selected 
through a competitive selection process. 
 

                
REGISTER HERE 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

For Further queries, please write to 
omics@ncbs.res.in 

S elected participants will be informed by 
30th July 2023 

Participation Fee (INR): 20,000 for Academic 
and 25,000 for Industries 

(Includes shared accommodation and lunch for 6 days) 

Last date to apply: July 25th, 2023 (Midnight) 

 
Sponsors: will be 
updated shortly 
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BioControversies

Indian PhDs, professors are paying to 
publish in real-sounding, fake journals. 
It’s a racket
May 15, 2023

Scopus, an index and citation database of journals 
and which claims to be the largest in the world is rec-
ommended for Indian academics. Presenting papers 
at conferences and getting published in journals is de 
rigueur, but the pressure is intense.

And this has led to the rise of an illegal industry of 
agents and touts who work in tandem with compro-

mised peer-review boards to get substandard and 
sometimes completely fabricated research papers 
published in journals that are indexed by Scopus for 
as little as Rs 15,000. If unchecked, it has a long-term 
impact both in terms of adding uncertainty to what 
can be conclusively said as well as in destroying pub-
lic trust in science and scientists to uphold the truth, 
warns Gautam Menon, professor of physics and biol-
ogy at Ashoka University. It also ruins the credibility 
of Indian researchers in the international academic 
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arena.

The Indian Institute of Science’s journal Current 
Science also put out an advisory in July 2017 on its 
website after two fake websites with similar domain 
names www.currentscience.org and www.current-
science.co.in were found to copy its content and pub-
lish articles from researchers for a fee. Both fake sites 
are now defunct.

Authorships are up for sale and editors of lesser-known 
journals offer to publish papers for as little as a meagre 
amount of Rs 5,000. And for the right price, there are 
ghost writers who will write an entire research paper 
for a ‘client’.

PhD students, for instance, need to publish at least two 
to three research papers in a Scopus-indexed journal 
before they can submit their thesis.

The University Grants Commission recommends a 
points-based system for appointment of faculty in In-
dian universities. As per the latest 2018 recommen-
dations, a professor in the disciplines of Arts, Com-
merce, Humanities, Education, Law, Social Sciences, 
Sciences, Languages, Library Science, Journalism and 
Mass Communication requires 10 research publica-
tions and a ‘score’ above 120. For a publication in a 
peer-reviewed journal, an academic gets a score of 8 
to 10. If the paper is published in a high-impact jour-
nal, there are additional points.

Menon calls for institutes and universities to consid-
er where an academic is published, and not just how 
often.

“In more reputed universities that I have worked for, 
such predatory publishing was less prevalent because 
publishing in only the highest quality journals was 
prioritised,” he said.

Social media platforms like WhatsApp, Facebook and 
Telegram are rife with advertisements and discussion 
groups with touts selling ready-made papers or accep-
tance letters from Scopus-indexed journals.

‘New paper to join as authors,’ reads one advertise-
ment for a paper titled ‘RNA AND kind of chemo-
therapy drug resistance’. It goes on to promise that the 
paper is in the ‘revision stage’ but will be accepted and 
published in a journal with an IF of 5.8.

For ready-made papers like these, academics can 
‘book’ themselves for as co-authors of that paper. For 
one person to add their name on a paper, it can cost 
anywhere between Rs 7,000 to Rs 14,000 – depending 
on the position they book. Research papers written by 
multiple authors are often seen as more credible in the 
academia since it requires collaborative work. In one 
ad, the tout was selling the position of second author 
for $ 400, the third for $350, and the fourth and fifth 
authorship for $300 each.

Academics looking to be published in a journal have 
to provide a fully written research paper, following 
which touts working in tandem with journal editors 
get the papers accepted. In a span of just about 10 
days, the research paper appears on the website of the 
journal, after which the individual has to pay up to Rs 
15,000. Many of these journals only have an online 

BioControversies
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presence, and if an academic does not pay up, their 
paper gets removed from the website.

Such networks are dubbed as peer-review rings in re-
search communities. Last year, publishers Wiley and 
Hindawi identified these rings within their journals 
and retracted over 500 papers linked to them.

Misconduct in     
Organisation Like 
ISRO cannot be     
ignored: SC Upholds 
Scientist’s Dismissal
28 May 2023

The Supreme Court while rejecting an appeal has held 
that when there is misconduct from a scientist working 
in a sensitive and strategic organisation like ISRO (Indian 
Space Research Organisation), the decision to impose dis-
missal from service cannot be said to be illegal.

The two-Judge Bench comprising Justice M.R. Shah and 

Justice C.T. Ravikumar observed, “… the organization is 
perfectly justified in casting suspicion on the honesty, in-
tegrity, reliability, dependability and trustworthiness in 
view of the factual situation obtained in this case, as ex-
plained in the counter affidavit, besides entertaining the 
stand that his unauthorized association with foreign insti-
tution, especially in the area of propulsion, which is a stra-
tegic research and development subject in the organization 
and based on which the nation’s rocketry and ambitious 
launch vehicle programs are/were advancing, was a matter 
of concern for the security of the State. When such acts/
conduct occur/occurs from a scientist in a sensitive and 
strategic organization, the decision to impose dismissal 
from service cannot be said to be illegal or absolutely un-
warranted.”

The Bench relied upon the decision in the case of Union 
of India and Anr. v. Tulsiram Patel and Ors. (1985) 3 SCC 
398 wherein it was held that when the power of order of 
dismissal is invoked to dispense with inquiry, the consid-
eration as to what penalty should be imposed upon a de-
linquent employee must be ex-parte i.e., no opportunity of 
being heard is given on that question.

Senior Advocate Gopal Sankaranarayanan appeared on be-
half of the appellant while ASG K.M. Nataraj and Advocate 
Shailesh Madiyal appeared on behalf of the respondents.

The appellant who was working as a scientist in ISRO 
had challenged the judgment passed by the Kerala 
High Court whereby it dismissed his plea against the 
order of the Central Administrative Tribunal. The ap-
pellant was appointed in Vikram Sarabhai Space Cen-
tre (VSSC), Thiruvananthapuram of ISRO, and there-
after got promoted.

The appellant was invited by the Head of School of 
Mechanical Engineering, Andong National Universi-
ty, South Korea to join as a post-doctoral trainee and 
assist for one year as a result of which he applied for 
a sabbatical leave for one year but the competent au-
thority decided not to recommend the leave in the ex-
igency of service and in public interest. The appellant 
hence applied for 9 days Earned Leave on personal 
grounds and soon went to South Korea and published 
a technical paper without approval due to which dis-
ciplinary action was initiated against him and he was 
dismissed from service without any inquiry.

BioControversies



  www.biotechexpressmag.com      Vol 10,  Issue 119,   June 2023    |   BIOTECH EXPRESS         page 47  



page 48       BIOTECH EXPRESS  |  Vol 10,   Issue 119,      June 2023          www.biotechexpressmag.com     

page 36       BIOTECH EXPRESS  |  Vol 10,   Issue 114,   January 2023           www.biotechexpressmag.com     


